
 CURRICULUM VITAE PROFESSOR MARCO FALASCA 

Career summary  
Professor Falasca is currently a Full Professor in Metabolism, at Curtin Medical School, 
Curtin University, Perth, Australia. He is also an Adjunct Professor in Molecular 
Pharmacology, Blizard Institute, Queen Mary University of London and Visiting Professor at 
University of Parma, Italy. He was a Professor at Queen Mary University of London and 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Medicine, University College London. He did his PhD at 
Mario Negri Institute Italy and postdoctoral studies at Dept. of Pharmacology, New York 
University, USA. His major interest is the investigation of cellular and intercellular 
communication with particular focus on the role of the endocannabinoid system in pancreatic 
cancer progression and gastrointestinal functions and exosomes pathophysiology.  
 

Education      

1986 - 1987 Diploma of Specialization, MASTER, Applied Pharmacology, Univ. of Bari, 
Italy. 
1983 - 1984 Laurea, Pharmacy, cum laude, University of Camerino, Italy. 
1988 - 1989 Laurea Diploma, cum laude, Pharm. Chemistry, Univ. of Camerino Italy.  
1991 - 1994 PhD in Molecular Endocrinology, Consorzio Mario Negri Sud (CMNS), Italy. 
 
Current and past appointments:  
Current position:   Full Professor in Metabolism, Curtin Medical School, Curtin University, 
Perth. 
Visiting Professor University of Piemonte Orientale and University of Parma, Italy 
May 2007- 2014 Professor, Queen Mary University of London. 
2001 – April 2007 Senior Lecturer, Department of Medicine, University College London 
2000-2004 Adjunct Professor, University of Chieti, School of Oncology 
1998 – 2000 Telethon Award and Head Unit of Physiopathology of Cell Signalling, CMNS, 
Italy. 
Nov - Dec 1998  FIRC Research Award, Dept. of Pharmacology, New York University, USA.  
1995 - 1997 AIRC Research Award, Dept. of Pharmacology, New York University, USA.  
1991 - 1994 FORMEZ Research Award (PhD equivalent), CMNS, Italy.  
1988-1989 Research experience, Dept. of Biophysics, University of Debrecen, Hungary. 
 
Grant Funding received. Several competitive grants obtained in Australia, UK and Italy from 
national, European and American agencies including European Union (European Consortium 
for Translational Cancer Research), Worldwide Cancer Research, American Institute for 
Cancer Research, British Heart Foundation, Diabetes UK. In addition, he received four 
consecutive grants funded by Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund from 2008 to 2014. 
Recent research support includes:  
Avner Pancreatic Cancer Foundation Accelerator Grant, “A novel therapeutic target in 
pancreatic cancer: Implications for therapy and diagnosis” $674,252, 2017-2019.  
Diabetes Australia, “Development of novel GLP-1 releasing agents” $60,000, 2017. 
Prostate Cancer UK, “Role of phosphoinositide 3-kinase C2beta in prostate cancer” 
£213,740, 2014-2018. (co-PI with Dr Tania Maffucci). 
Medical and Health Research Infrastructure Fund (MHRIF) 2019 Round 23 “Investigation of 
the microbiome/bile acid/cannabinoid interplay”.  
PanKind Australian Pancreatic Cancer Foundation Innovation Grant, “Can the molecules 
carried by exosomes help to diagnose pancreatic cancer early?” $100,000, 2022. 



Industry Sponsorship of a PhD studentship plus 45,000$ consumables for three years funded 
by AB Analitica (total 120,000$). “Investigation of novel biomarkers for pancreatic cancer”. 
Industry Sponsorship from 2017 to 2020 of 400,000 $ funded by Zelda Therapeutics. “Testing 
CBD-rich and THC-rich whole plant extracts in human pancreatic cancer”.  
Industry Sponsorship from 2020 to 2023 of 240,150 $ funded by Little Green Pharma. 

“Targeting endocannabinoidome as a novel therapeutic target in modulation of 

gastrointestinal diseases”. 

Industry Sponsorship from 2021 to 2023 of 391,000 $ funded by Little Green Pharma. 

“Cannabinoids as treatment for obesity and related disorders”. 

Additional ongoing industry Sponsorship from Backreef Oil LTD and Firstlight 
Pharmaceuticals. 
 
PhD students supervision in the last five years 
Supervisor: Mr Chanse Fyffe (registered February 2011; title conferred 2015); Mr Riccardo 
Ferro (registered Apr 2012; title conferred 2015); Mr Syamsul Ahmad Arifin (registered 
October 2012; title conferred 2016). Co-supervisor: Ms Emily Ruban, Ms Simona Mazza. 
Current PhD students: Minkyoung Kim (enrolled June 2015); Aleksandra Adamska (title 
conferred 2019); Omar Elaskalani (title conferred 2019); Aikaterini Emmanoulidi (title 
conferred 2020); Silvano Paternoster (title conferred 2020); Romana-Rea Begicevic (enrolled 
January 2017) Pratibha Malhotra (enrolled January 2020), Dinesh Thapa, Arunima Panda, 
Mohan Patil and Jerome Lian to be enrolled in 2021.    
 

Professional involvement-Meetings Organizer 

2007 “Phosphoinositides on the slope” Fara San Martino, Italy - Chair 
2009 “Pancreatic Diseases” Fara San Martino, Italy - Chair  
2011 “Inositides Pharmacology and diseases” Keystone Symposia, Keystone, Colorado, USA 
- Chair 
2013  “Pancreatic Diseases” Gordon Research Conferences, MA, USA – Chair 
2014  “Membrane, Morphology and Function”, Biochemical Society, Fara San Martino, Italy – 
Chair 
2019 2nd Cancer Pharmacology and Precision Cancer Therapy Conference. Weifang, 
Shandong, China 
2019 “ASBMB 2019” Fremantle, Australia – Programme organizer. 
2020 “Cancer Therapy” Melbourne 23-25 March 2020 – Chair. 
2021 “Cancer Science and Targeted Therapy Conference” Melbourne 6-8 September 2020 – 
Chair. 
 
Membership  
Member of learned society such as Biochemical Society, Diabetes UK, British Association for 
Cancer Research, Australian Pancreatic Cancer Genomic Initiative, Australasian Pancreatic 
Club, Gastroenterological Society of Australia.  
 
Role at Curtin University 
2015-2018 Chair of the School of Biomedical Sciences R&D committee and responsible for 
seminars organization within the School of Biomedical Sciences. From 2017 Member of the 
Health Sciences Grant Success Panel. 
 
Panel Roles 
Panel Member, Australian Research Council College of experts, 2016-2018 



Panel Member, National Health Medical Research Council, 2019-2021. 
Panel Member BHP Blue Sky Research, 2019. 
Panel Member Faculty of Health Sciences Grant Success Panel, Curtin University, 2017-
current. 
Panel member Medical Research Future Fund “Improving Diagnosis in Cancers with Low 
Survival Rates” Grant Assessment Committee. 
 
Peer review involvement  
Editorial board:  
Editor in Chief Oncogenic Signaling.  Associate Editor Board of Cancer Endocrinology 
(specialty section of Frontiers in Endocrinology and Frontiers in Oncology). Editor BBA 
General subjects, Cancers, Frontiers in Pharmacology, Frontiers in Physiology, Frontiers in 
Endocrinology, PlosOne, Journal of Molecular Biomarkers & Diagnosis (former Editor in 
Chief), CBD Lipid signaling, Biochemical Journal, (Editorial Adviser), World Journal of 
Gastrointestinal Oncology, Annals of Translational Medicine . 
Peer review: Top journals such as Nature Medicine - Cancer Research - Oncogene, - etc  
Grant peer review:   
ARC, NHMRC, BBSRC, WELLCOME TRUST, Cancer Research UK, MRC, Diabetes UK, 
Association for International Cancer Research, INSERM, AFM Association Francaise contre 
les Myopathies Research Grant, Health Research Council of New Zealand, Croucher 
Foundation, Hong Kong, Austrian Research Fund FWF, Rosetrees Trust UK. 
Patents 
Prof Falasca is author of the following patents: 
Novel inositol phosphate derivatives. Marco Falasca, Andrew Michael Riley, Himali Yasmin 
Godage, Barry Victor Lloyd Potter. WO 2011064559 A3 2011 
PCT Int. Appl. (2018), WO 2018170553 A1 20180927; M. Massi, P. V. Simpson, M. Falasca: 
“Complexes and uses thereof”, describing the use of organometallic rhenium complexes as 
anticancer agents. 
PCT/AU2018/050941; P. Simpson, M. Massi, M. Falasca: “Synthetic derivatives of 
oleoyllysophosphatidylinositol (oleoyl-LPI) and uses thereof”, describing the use of synthetic 
analogues of oleyl-LPI as agonist for the GPR119 receptor. 
Patents on Sulindac derivatives and novel combinations of plant extract recently filed (PCT). 
 
Advisory Board Role 
Firstlight Pharmaceuticals LLC, R3Gen. 

 

Contribution to field of research 

The focus of Prof Falasca’s research in the past 30 year involved the investigation of 

signalling pathways regulating intracellular physiological and pathological processes. Prof 

Falasca work is mostly focused on intracellular signals regulated by specific lipids that act as 

“second messengers” inside a cell to control a plethora of cellular functions, including cell 

growth, proliferation and metabolism. Attention is specifically focused on lipids known as 

“phosphoinositides” that can regulate several cellular functions. His early work identified for 

the first time the biological activity and signalling properties of phosphoinositides such as the 

lysophospholipid lysophosphatidylinositol. He is regularly invited to national and international 

conferences such as Keystone, Faseb, Gordon and Biochemical Society. He has more than 

150 total publications in internationally respected journals, with more than 60 publications in 

the last 5 years. Cited by 9612 and a H-index of 50 (Google Scholar). 
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Casari I, Manfredi M, Metharom P, Falasca M. Dissecting lipid metabolism 

alterations in SARS-CoV-2. Prog Lipid Res. 2021 Feb 8:101092.  
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31;501:55-65.   
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